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News Council hearing 


me) 


2n Panax cancelled 


National News Council has postponed 
re hearing scheduled for August 16 on 
re Panax Newspapers dispute. 

Panax withdrew from the hearing Aug- 
st 11, announcing it would not partici- 
ate until conditions providing ‘a fair 
ad impartial (new) hearing’? are met. 

The Council issued a 12 to 1 decision 
st month on the Panax controversy, 
ihich involves alleged pressure by pub- 
sher John McGoff on editors to run 
=ws stories critical of President Carter. 


Its decision called McGoff’s policy 
~egressive, a throwback to the crass 
isodes that marked the journalism of a 
~-gone era,” and said he had ‘‘highlight- 
: one of the great underlying public 
ars about newspaper chains—that what 
= public reads is directed from afar 
~ autocratic ownership.”’ 

In a letter sent to all Council members 
migust 11, Panax lawyers said the com- 
any would not participate in a Council 
zaring until certain conditions are met. 
The conditions stipulated were: 
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“The Council must rescind and retract 
the prior denunciations and criticism of 
Panax Corporation, its management and 
policies, which were taken impetuously 
and in utter disregard of the Council's 
established rules of procedure. 

“The Council’s staff must comply with 
the requirement in its own rules—not 
done to date—that ‘a complaint must be 
filed in writing, stating the name and ad- 
dress of the complainant, the precise 
grounds for the complaint, and the facts 
relating to it.’ 

“‘Panax must be provided with all the 
information originally requested on July 
28, part of which (Council Chairman Nor- 
man Isaacs) had brushed off as neither 
‘relevant nor pertinent.’ 

“*Because of his repeated demonstra- 
tions of consuming bias . . . Isaacs must 
be disqualified from deliberating, voting 
or otherwise participating as Chairman or 
a member of the Council in any future 
hearing.”’ 

Claiming the Council’s July 8 decision 

(Continued on page 47) 
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